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LASER Access to HE

Prizes for Students 2018-19
1. Introduction

Nominations are invited for students who will have completed their studies during this academic year (2018-19) on the basis that Access staff will have a sufficient evidence base at the end of the year to nominate students for the prizes.

We have tried to keep both the rules and the process as simple as possible, but we welcome any feedback and views from centres.

2.  Prize Categories

2.1 Outstanding Academic Achievement:

Students proposed in this category should have excelled in their academic study by producing assessed work of a consistently outstanding quality whilst on their Access courses. 

It is essential that nominations in this category include up to three examples (copies are acceptable or photographs for artwork) of any individual pieces of work which could illustrate this achievement – judges have requested that all nominations include a copy of the Independent Academic Study Unit – or Extended version as one of the three
.

2.2 Outstanding Commitment to Study:

Students in this category should have shown outstanding commitment to their Access studies, perhaps in the face of difficult and challenging personal circumstances. 

Tutors must provide detailed explanation to support the nomination, whilst respecting the privacy of the individual student,
 to enable the judges to reach a decision. 

To aid judging this category a student statement is requested to accompany the nomination (200-500 words). This is not compulsory and may be omitted if the nomination is made once the student has left or if the student does not wish to submit a statement.

Examples of work are not required for this category and will not be presented to judges.
3. Rules & Conditions

· Only LASER approved centres can nominate individual students for the prizes

· A maximum of two students can be nominated for each category per LASER approved Access centre.

· An individual student can only be nominated for one category.

· Nominations will only be accepted using the LASER nomination forms which are authorised by a responsible Access Manager or other named representative in a centre.

· Students should have successfully achieved an Access to HE Diploma to be eligible for nomination for either category of the LASER Access student prizes.

· Supporting statements from nominees and nominators should be between 200-500 words.
· The decisions of the panel of judges will be final.

· Centres may be asked to provide additional information by the panel of judges and should be prepared to furnish this information if requested.

· In each category there will be a winner and a runner up

· The prizes will consist of a cash prize for each runner up. Last year‘s amounts were £200 and £100 respectively, but prize amounts are subject to review and may be increased if sponsorship can be secured for the awards.
· We will ask winners and runners up to allow their names to be used to promote Access in the form of a press release or other media coverage.

· Winners will subsequently be nominated for the national Keith Fletcher Memorial Access Learner Prize.
· GDPR: LASER regards the lawful and correct treatment of personal information as very important to its successful operations, and to maintaining confidence between LASER and those with whom it carries out business. LASER will ensure it treats personal information lawfully and correctly. To this end LASER fully endorses and adheres to the Principles of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). Personal details of nominees will not be shared with third parties, all nominations are anonymised prior to judging and winners will be contacted prior to any publicity announcements. A copy of LASER’s Privacy Notice can be found here: https://www.laser-awards.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/LASER-Privacy-Notice.pdf 
4. Guidance for centres for completion of ‘Evidence to support nomination’

4.1 Supporting Statement:  200-500 words
For ‘Outstanding academic achievement’ the statement should contain sufficient detail about the range and type of work submitted by the student and her/his performance. Including statements made by tutors in their feedback on the work would be helpful. An overall summary of the student’s performance and achievement would also be desirable.

For ‘Outstanding commitment to study’ the statement should give an indication of the types of barriers that the student may have overcome to achieve his/her Access Diploma. It would also be helpful to identify any particular skills that the student displayed in pursuing his/her studies. Whilst the privacy of the student should be respected, it will help the panel of judges to assess the nomination if some detail regarding the challenges facing the student and the way in which they met these challenges, is provided. The student statement should be a brief overview of their Access experience, why they chose the course and how they overcame the challenges presented.

In both categories there should be sufficient detail to allow the panel of judges to distinguish between the merits of competing nominations.

4.2 Supporting evidence (for ‘Outstanding academic achievement’ category only)

For ‘Outstanding academic achievement’ it would be expected that close reference is made to one or more pieces of assessed work in the supporting statement and that a copy of that work be submitted (up to a maximum of three examples including a copy of the EIAS or IAS). 

Examples of work might include copies of:

· Essays

· Projects

· Research

· Artefacts produced by the student as recorded in photographs, video clips etc

· Recordings of student performance (musical, stage, presentations, debates etc)

· Personal writing (poems, stories, other texts)

5. Returning completed nomination forms

Please return completed nomination forms, preferably via email
  with ‘Access Prize Nomination’ in the subject header to Georgia Smith, Access Customer Support Officer at g.smith@laser-awards.org.uk.  Postal nominations should be sent to Georgia at, LASER, Access Prize, Canterbury Innovation Centre, University Road, Canterbury, CT2 7FG. For enquiries call 01227 811827.
Nominations can be made at any time from 01 March 2019 and are accepted subject to the students’ achievements being confirmed at the Final Awards Boards. The closing date for nominations is Friday 20 September 2019
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� Any original pieces of work will be returned once judging is complete.


� All nominations will be treated in the strictest confidence and the AVA will undertake to securely store the information provided.


� the email will be used as evidence of the identity and authorised status of the person returning the nomination








5
2

